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Art Unit: 2112 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: ..the preview is 
shown is displayed ..." is grammatically incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 



3. Claims 1, 7, 8, 12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Niijima et al. (US 5,926,230). 

In regards to claim 1, Niijima discloses a television system (fig. 3), said system 
comprising: a broadcast data receiver (2) for receiving broadcast data (col. 9, lines 14- 
18) from a remote location (Broadcasting station — fig. 3) via cable, satellite or terrestrial 
means (col. 8, lines 61-67) and processing the data (col. 9, lines 19-20); a display 
screen (4) for displaying processed video data (col. 9, lines 20-27) connected to or 
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forming part of the broadcast data receiver (fig. 9 shows the connection of the receiver 
and the display) and having a window (col. 12, line 34-41 ); a plurality of different video 
display formats provided on the display screen for selection by a user and wherein 
upon selection of a particular video display format a preview of the resulting video 
display is displayed in the window on the display screen (user selects the reduced 
screens format which is read out from a number of multi-screen previews and displayed 
on a monitor apparatus — col. 13, lines 18-20; user selects one of reduced screens 
displayed on the monitor apparatus — col. 13, lines 30-32). 

In regards to claim 7, Niijima discloses a plurality of different video display 
formats are provided in a drop down menu (In using the generic term for menu, an 
electronic program guide can be a form of menu; user selects a preview from the 
electronic program guide to be displayed — col. 12, lines 35-41). Niijima also discloses a 
predetermined menu screen displayed on the monitor apparatus when the user 
manually selects a menu button (col. 16, lines 33-35). 

In regards to claim 8, Niijima discloses said drop down menu is provided in a 
viewing preferences screen for selection therefrom by a user (user manually selects a 
manner of arrangement from a menu-col. 20, lines 48-53). 

In regards to claim 12, Niijima discloses format of the video display selected by a 
user is maintained on all video displays until a different video display format is selected. 
The reduced screen format is transmitted via a single channel (col. 5, lines 37-44) and If 
the channel and format are selected prior to the disconnection of a power supply, the 
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channel and format will be maintained on the screen after the power source is (col. 15, 
lines 57-67). 

In regards to claim 14, Niijima discloses a broadcast data receiver (fig.2-- 2) for 
receiving broadcast data (col. 9, lines 14-18) from a remote location (Broadcasting 
station— fig. 3) via cable, satellite or terrestrial means (col. 8, lines 61-67) and 
processing said data (col. 9, lines 19-20), said broadcast data receiver comprising: a 
display screen (4) for displaying processed data including video data (col.9, lines 20-27) 
being connected to or forming part of said broadcast data receiver (fig. 9 shows the 
connection of the receiver and the display) and including a window (col. 12, line 34-41); 
a plurality of different video display formats for user selection on the display screen and 
wherein upon selection by a user of a particular video display format a preview of the 
resulting video display is displayed in the window on the display screen (user selects 
the reduced screens format which is read out from a number of multi-screen previews 
and displayed on a monitor apparatus— col. 13, lines 18-20; user selects one of reduced 
screens displayed on the monitor apparatus— col. 13, lines 30-32). 

In regards to claim 15, Niijima discloses an electronic program guide (fig. 6 — 
204) for display on a display screen of a television system (col. 12, lines 58-62), said 
electronic program guide comprising: data relating to one or more channels and/or 
programs for broadcasting at that time or in the future (col. 1 1 , lines 19-24); at least one 
display screen having a window (col. 12, lines 34-41); a menu (col. 16, lines 33-35) 
including a number of user-selectable preferences having a plurality of different video 
display formats for selection by a user on the display screen and wherein upon selection 
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of a particular video display format a preview of the resulting video display is displayed 
in the window on the display screen pf the electronic program guide (user selects the 
reduced screens format which is read out from a number of multi-screen previews and 
displayed on a monitor apparatus — col. 13, lines 18-20; user selects one of reduced 
screens displayed on the monitor apparatus — col. 13, lines 30-32). 
4. Claims 1 , 2, 6, 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Lemmons (US 6, 481 , 01 1 B1 ). 

In regards to claim 1, Lemmons discloses a television system (Fig. 1), said 
system comprising: a broadcast data receiver (28) for receiving broadcast data from a 
remote location (16) via cable, satellite or terrestrial means (col. 3, lines 37-42) and 
processing the data (col. 4, lines 31-33); a display screen (32) for displaying processed 
video data being connected to or forming part of the broadcast data receiver (20) and 
having a window (figs. 13 and 14 show windows on the display screen); a plurality of 
different video display formats (col. 2, line 21) provided on the display screen for 
selection by a user and wherein upon selection of a particular video display format (fig. 
1 1 , steps 140 & 144— col. 9, lines 36-38 & 43-47) a preview of the resulting video 
display is displayed in the window on the display screen (fig. 5, 84 — user selectable 
format previewed on display screen). 

In regards to claim 2, Lemmons discloses a television system wherein said 
window on said display screen in which the preview is shown is displayed over a part of 
a video display currently being broadcast on a user-selected channel (col. 4, lines 48- 
55). 
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In regards to claim 6, Lemmons discloses a television system wherein preview of 
a selected display includes the selected format as applied to at least one member of the 
group consisting of: the video data currently being broadcast on a user-selected 
channel, a broadcaster selected channel, a default video clip, a user selected video clip 
and a blank screen (col. 2, lines 21-23). 

In regards to claim 7, Lemmons discloses a television system according to claim 
1 wherein a plurality of different video display formats are provided in a drop down 
menu (col. 5, lines 55-59 — options provided in menu items, drop-down lists). 

In regards to claim 12, Lemmons discloses a television system according to 
claim 1 wherein format of the video display selected by a user is maintained on all video 
displays until a different video display format is selected (fig. 12, 146, col. 9, lines 59-61 
&col. 10, lines 32-36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemmons (US 6,481,011 B1) in view of Yuen et al. (US 6,147,715). 

In regards to claim 3, Lemmons discloses a window on a display screen that is 
displayed over a part of a video display currently being broadcast on a user-selected 
channel (col. 4, lines 48-55). 
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However, Lemmons fails to disclose that video content on said display screen 
behind said window remains unchanged following selection of a particular video display 
format in said window. 

In an analogous art, Yuen et al. teach an apparatus that allows a user to view a 
program currently being displayed full screen in the background to remain unchanged 
while the user views the picture in picture window at the same instant (col. 6, lines 38- 
56). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Lemmons in order to allow the background video content on the 
display screen to remain unchanged in order allow the user to not miss any information 
whilst viewing the information in the preview screen (col. 6, lines 38-43). 
7. Claims 1, 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lemmons in view of Schindler (US 6,920,614). 

In regards to claim 4, Lemmons discloses a window on a display screen (figs. 13 

&14). 

However, Lemmons fails to disclose the dimensions of the window on the display 
screen are adjustable by the user. 

In an analogous art, Schindler teaches a picture in picture window that can be 
resized or moved to a different area of the display (col. 18, lines 38-40). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Lemmons to allow a user to adjust the size of the window in order 
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to allow more or less of the background display to be covered for in order to not 
interfere with the video images being displayed (col. 18, lines 42-43). 
8. Claims 1, 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lemmons in view of Washino (US RE 38, 079 E). 

In regards to claims 5 and 9, Lemmons discloses different video display formats 
(col. 2, line 21) provided on the display screen for selection by a user. 

However, in regards to claim 5, Lemmons fails to disclose the format of the video 
display alters the size and/or shape of the resulting video display in the window. 

In an analogous art, Washino teaches images are re-sized by the system 
according to different formats (col. 4, lines 15-20). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the invention of Lemmons to allow the display formats to alter the size and/or 
shape of the video display in the window on the display screen in order to fill the 
particular needs of individual applications (col. 4, lines 19-20). 

In regards to claim 9, Lemmons fails to disclose that the different video display 
formats include at least one member from the following group consisting of: a normal 
(4:3) display, a widescreen (16:9) display, a picture handling display, pass through 
display, center cut-out display and letterbox display. 

Washino teaches that after production effects of video formats are performed, the 
output includes the possibility of a normal (4:3) format or a widescreen format (16:9) 
(figs. 1a & 6, col. 12, lines 34-49). 
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It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include the formats taught by Washino in Lemmons's invention in order to allow the user 
access to a variety of common viewing preferences according to any use that is 
required (col. 12, lines 34-37). 

9. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemmons (6,481 ,01 1 B1 ) in view of Das et al. (US 6,493,688). 

In regards to claim 10, Lemmons discloses the use of different profiles that 
contain multiple display formats (col. 9, lines 66-67— col. 10, lines 1-2) and the display 
of a default selection to be used when a user has made no selection (col. 8, lines 22-28). 

However, Lemmons fails to disclose that wherein format of the video display on 
said display screen returns to a default video display format each time said television 
system is switched off and subsequently switched on again. 

In an analogous art, Das teaches an EPG system that also utilizes profiles to 
control the behavior of the menu system (col. 5, lines 4-5) and a default profile is 
selected automatically when the television is powered on (col. 4, lines 9-10). 

It would be obvious to modify the system of Lemmons so that when the television 
is turned off and subsequently back on again as taught by Das, the television will return 
to a default video display format profile in order to suit the taste of more persons (col. 3, 
lines 66-67). 

10. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemmons in view of Kawai et al. (US 6,989,731). 
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In regards to claim 11, Lemmons discloses the use of different profiles that 
contain multiple display formats (col. 9, lines 66-67— col. 10, lines 1-2) and the display 
of a default selection to be used when a user has made no selection (col.8, lines 22-28). 

However, Lemmons fails to disclose that format of the video display on said 
display screen returns to a default video display format after a pre-determined period of 
time. 

In an analogous art, Kawai et al. teach that electronic devices, including a 
television, switch from a normal mode to a sleep mode (default format) after a 
predetermined period of time (col. 4, lines 35-38). 

It would be obvious to modify the system of Lemmons to include the previously 
mentioned function taught by Kawai in order to allow a user to control the format of the 
display screen according the their preference in order to save power (col. 4, lines 32- 
35), view a certain display format, etc. 

1 1 . Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Niijima in view of Riach (US 6,897,874 B1). 

In regards to claim 13, Niijima discloses a plurality of different video display 
formats provided on the display screen for selection by a user (col. 13, lines 30-32). 

However, Niijima fails to disclose that in addition to the different video display 
formats, a user can select the video display to be in a Red, Green, Blue format or 
different video display format. 
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In an analogous art, Riach teaches a system that has the capability to change 
the color format from typical television formats to a red/green/blue (RGB) format (col.2, 
lines 23-27). 

It would be obvious to modify the system of Niijima to include a display format 
such as red, green, blue format in order to allow a user flexibility to output the display on 
an alternate display device, for example a computer screen (col. 2, line 28). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelton Austin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9385. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30- 
5:00. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays from 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Stucker whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-091 1 , can be reached 
on Monday through Thursday from 7:30-5:00. The supervisor can also be reached on 
alternate Fridays from 7:30-4:00. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Shelrah Austin 
10/30/06 

t 

JEFFREY STUCKER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



